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Agre!lillents to develop water resources (also known as ''physical 
solutions?') have long been encouraged and recognized by the California Courts 
and the Boatd. · a·s··· .an.· .. ·· .appro. P ... na. ·: te m. e .. chanism for wa .. te.rri.g h.ts· h.o .. lders .. · .··· tl!l. • 
maximize the benefic~al use of water from a sowce while respecting the priority 
of watet rights. Such 11 p!lysica1 solution has long .e1dsted ott the Tuolumne 
Rivl!r tjlrough an agreement between San Francisco and the Districts to develop 
the; Don Pedro Project. · 

. In 1966 San Ftancisco and the Districts entered into the ''Fourth 
Agre!lnlent,'' Whlch established how fundinJilfot the Don Pedro Project was. to 
be allocated arnonlil the patties and. created a Water Elank thllii atfow~ S!\ll: 
FranciscQ to: ''pre-pay" water to satisfy· the Districts; senior water right$ .. San 
Francisco p!lid well ovl!lr half th\\\ CQst$ of the Oo:rt l?l!ldtP Proj.ect. The Districts 
in turtt. waivedth\\\il: right. to requite San Franaisco. to btpass their water 
entitlements. so long as the Water Bank account is positive. l'n the event th~ 
Water Bari!t Acoo]lllt gqes: to ~ro, the Fhwth Agrel!lment requll:esc Su F~uci$C(! 
to reieaSliii or bypass suffiCilint, water l:o satisfy the Districts' water entitlements 
as measUted at LaGrattge Dam, In othet words, through. the Raker Act and the 
FOurth Agreement, San Franei!lco and the Oi~tclcts bav,e developed: a physical 
solution tQ en~ we thatc SliD Francisco's junl:or pre•l9l4 appropriations will not 
cause it\flll)r to the Distrims' senior apptii!priativewater rlgllt&. 

All stated sl\lveral ~ ~g the co!li'erencecaU with. the San Joaqultl' 
Tributaries, Authority on Aprill g , the pt.trpQse of curtailmentnotlces art\.ti!J; 

. prote0t thi:l rights of senior wawr rights holders.. in the case of the Tuolumne 
River, sm Francl$ca ud the, Distirlcts haw agreements thai protect thi:l patties' 
respe~dveright_S to divert. COI'I~equenfl¥, thefe is ~o n~edtQpj.'QWdea ..... 
curt.llnt uOtice tQ Slll'l Franctscr:o to c~ase diwrslons under ita pre-19l:4 watel/ 
right when t:onsi:~ring protection of pre-1914 watet rigjlts holders Cin the 
Tuo.fumt1e Riven 

Fe~:l free to' contact me if you have any questions reg1111ding this matter at ( 4!5} 
934-536, 

Sin~.erel. ···•• .•.. •. ··• . ./. · 
/(N,Y 

_.../ Steven&. Ritchi111 
A~sistant Oeneta1 Mana!ll!lt> Water 

~;c; Tom Howard, SWRCB 
Caren Trgovieh; SWR.CB 
Donn Flltmllll,. San Francisco City Attorney's Office 
Rogel( Van Roy, Mo~s.tcrirri~ation:Di~tti~t 
Casey Hashlrnoto, Tt!rlock Irrigation District 
Nicole S!tndkulla, Bay AraaWatet SUpply :ma ConserVation Agency 


