WATER SUPPLY AND POTENTIAL FOR
CURTAILMENT OF WATER RIGHTS
APRIL 22, 2014 UPDATE
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Northern Sierra Precipitation
8- Station Index — 26.7 inches

Northern Sierra Precipitation: 8-Station Index, April 21, 2014
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
2013-2014 - 26.7 inches
Average – 50 inches
1976-77  - 19 inches
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_ESI.pdf.


San Joaquin Precipitation

5 Station Index — 16.3 inches

San Joaquin Precipitation: 5-Station Index, April 21, 2014
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Percent of Average for this Date: 45%
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Presentation Notes
2013- 2014 to date – 16.3 inches
Average – 40.8 inches
1976-77 – 15.4 inches
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_FSI.pdf.


April 22,2014

Reservolr Conditions

Reservoir Conditions
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Sacramento River Watershed Reservoirs – 50 to 55 percent of capacities
San Joaquin River Watershed Reservoirs – 26 to 54 percent of capacities
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/rescond.pdf.


State Water Board Water
Avallability Analysis

 Updates to Analysis using DWR’s April 1
Update of Water Supplies completed for
several watersheds.

e Curves and Summary of Curtailment Status
posted on Website on April 16, 2014.

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/wate
r_issues/programs/drought/index.shtmi.
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Watersheds with Summary and Curves

e Sacramento-San Joaquin (Basin-Wide)
— Stanislaus River
— Tuolumne River
— Merced River
— Upper San Joaquin River (pending)
— Yuba River
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Watershed Information-cont.

e Tulare Lake Basin
— Kern River
— Kings River
— Kaweah River
— Tule River
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Coastal Streams-

e Russian River
 Eel River
e Salinas River (pending)

April 22, 2014 Slide No. 8



Summary Information Sample

e Sacramento-San Joaquin Curtailment
Projections

— Projected:

» Between May 15th and June 1st, all post-1914 water rights
Basin-Wide.

* Between June 1st and June 15th, junior pre-1914 water
rights.

— After June 16th, curtailment of additional pre-1914 water rights,
based on available water supply and priority. Any remaining

supply must be shared on a correlative basis among riparian
users.

— http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/progra
ms/drought/analysis/sacramento_sanjoaquin.shtml.
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Notes
Curtailments can be lifted temporarily or permanently if water supply conditions improve.
2. The State Water Resources Control Board expects to allow limited diversions of no more than 50 gallons per day per person for public health and safety needs where there is no other water supply available for emergency human health, sanitation and safety needs.
3. Diversions for hydropower generation, where all water is returned to the stream, may continue during curtailment.
4. The curtailment notice does not affect water delivered by contract from state, federal or local agencies, unless the curtailment prevents an agency's ability to divert water under its water right. Contracts using water withdrawn from reservoir storage that had been collected prior to the curtailment are not affected.
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/analysis/docs/sac_sj_month.pdf 


Pending Curtaillments

* Analysis suggest Notices of Curtailment
can be mailed at this time:

— Yuba River- Post-1914 rights with priority
of 1929, or later.

— Merced River- All post-1914 rights
— Tuolumne River- All post-1914 rights

— Stanislaus River- Post-1914 rights with
priority of 1943, or later.

February 18-19, 2014 Slide No. 11



Pending Curtailment —cont.

e Tulare Lake Basin
— Kern River- All post-1914 rights

— Kings River- All post-1914 and junior pre-
1914 rights.

— Kaweah River- All post-1914 and junior
pre-1914 rights.

— Tule River- All post-1914 and most junior
pre-1914 rights.
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State Water Board staff has been in contact with water users in these watersheds.  The water supply of these watersheds are historically regulated by “watermasters” under court litigation settlements  or other agreements.  The Kings River Water Association that serves as watermaster for the Kings River identifies that curtailment of its post-1914 water rights to Pine Flat Reservoir would be unnecessary and unreasonable.  The Association states that it already allocates the limited supply of water to prior right holders and if their Pine Flat Reservoir rights were curtailed, it would not have the ability to discharge sufficient pulse flows to reach some water users and may not be able to making later releases of cooler water for fisher needs.  We received a similar letter suggesting curtailment activity is unnecessary for the Kaweah River from the Kaweah River and St. Johns River Association who regulates the day to day flows of these rivers on behalf of the water right holders pursuant to a schedule validated by court judgment in 1976.   

State Water Board staff is seeking similar information regarding potential watermaster service for Tule and Kern River and will consider this information in potential curtailment activities.



Stakeholder Contact

* The following groups contacted staff as
a result of information posted:
Kings River Water Association

Kaweah River and St Johns River
Association

San Joaquin River Group
West Stanislaus Irrigation District
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Questions or
Comments
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