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Right now
just a giant,
idle hole

By ROD BOYCE
SACRAMENTO UNION STAFF WRITER

Lots of things look a little older
after nearly 14 years of sitting
around and doing nothing. Even a
hole in the ground.

Even a big hole in the ground.

“Some people walk into it, but
we don’t allow it,” said Larry Boll,
project superintendent of the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation’s unfi-
nished Auburn Dam.

“None of the trails go through
there, no vehicles are allowed, but
there are a few that still wander
in.

“There have been no major
problems there, there isn’t much
you can do,” said Boll, who super-
vised much of the troubled dam’s
last active days in the mid-1970s
and hopes to supervise a restart
before his retirement.

Sporadic crimes were reported
when the bureau closed the site,
leading to regular patrols by the
state Parks and Recreation De-
partment. The California Depart-
ment of Forestry protects the idle
facility from fire.

Two weeks before he left office,
President Reagan released a fed-
eral budget proposal that includes
$1.7 million to maintain the dead

. dam for yet another year. About
* $400,000 is spent on contracts with

. local law enforcement agencies for

daily patrols, with $135,000 for fire

. protection.

Curiosity seekers may even

* show up in the coming months and

years, especially if supporters of a

i multipurpose “wet” dam succeed
; in resuscitating a project many
. had once written off as dead.

But for now, the deep canyon
sits quietly with only a backbone
of the dam authorized by Congress
in 1965.

There’s little different now
except the advance of Mother Na-
ture — the weeds and bushes have
spread and the concrete mix piles
have eroded a little.

But beyond that, much is the
same. Two old and cracked glass-

® See DAM, Page 18

DAM:
Weeds grow
amid site

® From Page 4

paneled bulletin boards stand on
an outdoor project overlook, both
containing faded design sketches
and notices from the 1960s and
1970s. The dam’s original design
has since been overhauled.

The dam, which could be Cali-
fornia’s fifth largest, was original-
ly seen as a source of additional
water to parts of Sacramento
County, San Joaquin area counties
and the rest of the mammoth fed-
eral Central Valley Project.

Construction started in 1967, but
a mid-1975 earthquake 50 miles
away near the Oroville Dam put
the future of Auburn on an almost
indefinite hold. The bureau's seis-
mic studies and extensive redesign
work showed the dam could withs-
tand an earthquake of 6.5 to 6.7
magnitude on the Richter scale.

Some experts, however, sus-
pected the Oroville earthquake
occurred because of the massive
weight of reservoirs on Sierra
fault lines.

Since the 1980 change from a
thin eggshell-arc design to a dam
stretching in a straight line across
the American River's north fork,

- no decision about completing Au-

burn has been made.
Subcontractors finished their

. contracts, most of which dealt

with continued foundation work,
and bureau employees were reas-
signed. The foundation, with some
modification, will be used if work
resumes.

“Construction was going pretty
good then,” Boll said. “We had
about 250 people up there, I'm not
sure.”

Then President Carter put the
dam on a “hit list” of projects
thought to be of questionable value
at the time, and funding was with-
held, virtually killing the still con-
troversial dam.

But six years later, Sacramento
and several other Northern Cali-
fornia communities went partially
underwater during the February
1986 floods, and Auburn Dam had
its rebirth.

Exhibit: X-43
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