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Public Hearing (?37%0/13)

~ Bay-Delta Plan SED
Deadline: 3/29/13 by 12 noon

F? ECEIVE ‘:J
California Water Board 3.97.13
1001 I Street
P_O_ ng 1(}0 SWRCB Clerk

Sacramento, CA 95812-0106

T would like to make comments on the Bay Deita Plan. To approve this proposal would

. devastate our area. I do not believe that doing a plan through a model on a coroputer is
corvect. Tt is very upscientific. One can not see the facts clearly unless one does years of
studies in the area. Second the Plan does not specify what group is to give up water 50
rmore water cen be supplied to the delta. The Plan clumps the valley as one and pits it
against the Salmon. There are many groups in the valley: cities in the valloy, endangered
species on land, rural residents in the valley and the farmers, Which one is o give up their
water?

1. My first complain is that this model does not take into account the endangered
species on the land. The entire focus is on salmon. The MID and TID have many studies
concerning other en ed species in the central valiey. 1 am enclosing part of ot of
these studies done for the energy commission concerning a power plant. The endangered
gpecies include faicy shrimp, giant garter snzke, western pond turtle, tricolor blackbird,
westemn burrowing owl, Swainson’s hawk, American badger and riparian bush rabbit just
io pame 2 few. The habitat that was examined in this study was just that along the pipe
line not the entire valley. It is not a sure thing that the salmon will increase if more water
is roleased down the rivers but it is a sure thing the Jand animals and birds that are
endangered species on the brink of extension will become extent if the surface water is
taken from the valley. Lack of surface water will destroy their habitat. Let us not use
religble data concerning Salmon and endangered species done in the area by professionals
snstead Jet us use a computer model in some office.

My question: does the Water Board believe that the Salmon and fish species are more
important than the giant garter snake, American badger or riparian bush rabbit? Can the
Water board even make that decision to destroy entire species on the assumption that
taking the water will increase the salmon’s numbers?

it is a little sad that as we people in the valley start to participate in the caring for
endangered species in the valley that Water Board would make such a decision. All the

. homes buikt for rabbits and birds, all the irying to save habitat and providing water for the
amirnats was for not. 1 have lived in the area for 25 years. | bave only seen jack rabbits,
ground squirrels and small rabbits in the Jast three years. |

2. Thete are signs along I 5 and 99 that state that 1 in 6 Americans struggle with
hunger. There is a new documentary out that states 1 in 4 children lives with hunger. This
is not just in the vailey but in the entire United States, ] have a good idea let us take the
water from the most fertile and productive valley in the eatire warld because it might save
Salmon. We should forget the children and how they suffer. [s the Water Board going to
make up the loss of food production from agriculture with an increase of salmon in the
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food supply? I think not. I do not believe that no matter how mouch water the Board
allows to ran down the rivers that the Salmon produced will make up for the agriculture
products lost to the United States and its children. When children were shot at a school
every one demanded gun Iaws. Ovr entixe country is silent when the California Watex
Board wants to starve the children to death. Let us make the children that are bungry lin
2 instead of 1 in 4. The agriculture production loss will have to be made up by food
produced out side the United States. China and Mexico use DDT and human waste for
their crops. In this country we have laws to prevent this. So even if the children do not
starve to death the will be harmed by pesticides and E Coli.

3. When we were at the Board meeting it seemed that the Board just ignored the issue
of pumping of water by agriculture after the surface water is taken. I will tell you about
my neighbor hood. For awhile we had one of the highest cancer clusters in the State of
California. The problem started when a daity next 10 our property put in two settling
ponds witheut a permit. He did not have the proper set backs from the nearest house.
When we tested our wells, the nitrate for some of the wells was 210 but most of the tests
were in the 16-45 range. These are allowable limits, My well tested for nitrates 47 in
2006 but 65.5 in 2013. The neighbors well tested 24.7 in 1986 and 83 in 2006. Most of
our wells are around 40 feet deep. My neighbors well was 29 feet deep. The well lost all
water in 1976 which was a drought year, He has extended the other well to 38 feet deep.
The pump reaches to 36 feet. In either 1992 or 1994 this well went dry and sucked sand.
He had to get water from the neighbor next door. We only tested for nitrates and bacteria.

I went before the California Regional Water Quality Control Board: Central Valley
Region and explained the situation. The Board told Califomia Environmental Protection
Agency to take care of the problem. They came out did several tests, wrote a few letters
and went back to Rancho Cordova. Duncan Austin sent us a letter about nitrates and
tummed us over to Charlene Herbst because we live in dairy country. The farmer was not
even fined. Half of those with cancer died. Later it was determined that the local school
which is about two miles away, and the community across the next road wells were no
good because of arsenic. I went back to the tests done by the California Environmental
Protection Agency on things other than nitrates, I found that on those two tests the arsenic
levels in both wells tested were double the reporting limits. The reporting limit is 2 the
tests were § and 5.4. These ate still allowable limits, 1 asked them for the 30 year test

" Jinking manure to nitrates in wells near farms using manure on land and dairies. They had
no such studies. They nover tried to find out what caused the cancer. They never tested
the wells of those who had cancer. .

1 wrote two certified letters to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
requesting that they do air test to try to find out why so much cancer in this small area.
They never even came to our neighborhood to test. I saved everything we did and I don’t
think they even answered xoy letters. : o

If our well goes dry because this Plan is passed is the State of California going to drill
us new wells when they run dry from puxaping? This brings up another issue. According
to coramon law th water below ones property and the air above ones property belongs to
the property owner. Common law encompasses the 7" Amendment to the Constitution of
the United State. Ts passage of the law a violation of our Constitutional rights?
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Tust this Jast month a report ordered by the legislators showed that more than balf of
the population in California relies on water supplies contaminated with arsenic, nitrates
and other contaminates. Taking away more surface water will only worsen the situation.
The Water Board, the Air Board and the legislator are always passing conflicting plans.
Why don’t the three of you get on the same page. .

4, The Environmental Protection Agency did not accommodate my disability under
the Ametican’s with Disabilities Act. As of to date two Supezior Court Judges have given
the accommodation . This is 2 federal law and the State Judges who are elected have
jurisdiction for this legisiation: Article IV the United States Constitution. Once the
accommodation has been given by a Superior Court Judge all state agencies must comply.

In conclusions I have a question as to the agenda of the California Environmental
Protection Agency. Certainly it is not to protest the environment or the land endangered
species. If protection was their priority they would have included land endangered species
in the Delta Plan, they would have tested more wells in our neighborhood and they would
rake sure dairymen are following the laws or getting fined, As faras I can tell the
envirommental protection agencies’ agenda is to take money from the farmer to pay for
their agency, do as little as they can and get paid for it, take over the water and food
supply in California (communism) and make us all suffer with their less than competent
plans and work. _

The Enviromnental Protection Agency should not produce any more plans and laws
until
A, It becomes effective in carrying out the laws and plans already on the on the books.

B. | includes all entities that be and will be effected by these plans and laws and spell out
the effect on each entity instead of lumping them all together. :

C. Hire peopie who are epthusiastic about protecting the environment and the people
living near the environment. Get rid of people who think of this as just a job and a way to
get a paycheck.

D. Plan and laws should include those who bave to give up the water not just say we need
so much water for the Delta and the Salmon. _
E. Do the plans on the basis or stdies, data and facts instead of a computer model.

F. The agency should obey all federal legislation whether it has anything to do with fish ,
water or accommodations.

Our neighbor hood is not very happy with California Environmental Agency. One of
those with cancer was a 13 year old gitl that has lived in this area since birth. She spent
nine months in a hospital. She has only one functioning kidney. She has lived in hell. She
is alive no thanks to the Environmental Protection Agency-

April Premo and neighbor hood
746 Bliss Rd

Cetes, CA 95307 C:;& %W
| RS 403
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Tranemission lines for the project will be located in road shoulders and active and

fallow agricuftural fields and orchards. These areas are not sensitive habitat
types; however, they do provide potential nesting and foraging habitat for some
_special-status wildlife species. The existing transmission line proposed for re-
rating is partially in a heavily disturbed raiiroad right-of-way {ROW), and pariially
within commercial and residential areas which have been previously developed.
The ROW contains fifle or no potential to. support special-siatus species.
towever, local bird species would be expested to periodically use the line for
perching and foraging. The natural gas pipeline for the project will be located in
road shoulders and disturbed agricultural lands. (/d.)

2. Potential Impacis
a. Special-Status Species

The evidence in the record includes the identification of 44 Special slatus species
avaluated as potentially occurring in or near the A2PP area.’. Of the species
examined, most were excluded from further consideration. Biological
Resources Table 1, which foliows, summarizes the reasons for exclusion in the
case of each species. (Ex. 300, p. 4.2-6 to 4.2-11) However, a total of 14
_special-status species were identified as potentially being affected by the project.
(Ex. 300, pp. 4.2-6 o 4.2-11.} No.rare:plants:were found within any designated
construction areas or laydown areas ¢uring ifocused surveys. The wildiife
special-status spedes are summarized i thé Staff assessment. (Ex. 300, pp.
4.2-12 to 4.2-16.) Briefly they are: '

g- Conservancy fairy shrimp,
wemel pool tadpole shrimp
jowever, the pasture in
fhe dry season when fairy
‘considered marginai for
ited with road traffic and
etiand vegetation.

Fairy Shrimp: Four species of fairy shrimp in
longhorn fairy shrimp, vernal pool fairy shrim
are known 1o oceur in the vicinity of the A2PE
which this feature is located is also inigated i
shrimp cysts would be formed. Therefore, the h
" fairy shrimp due to the level of disturbance
agricuttural activities and the lack of typical seas

Giant Garter Snake: No giant garter snakes (
biological assessment for the project or during fiel
un-lined canals within the project's gas pipeiin
provide low to marginal habitat for this species.

were ohserved during the
its. However, some of the-
iment were determined to

. *3ee Biological Resources Table 2, Ex. 300, pp. 4.2-6t0 4.2

3 ‘Biological Resources
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Western Pond Tuitle: No western pond: turtles were found on the .pmj‘e'ct site
Juring the biological assessment. However, some of the unfined canals along the
gas pipefine route contain marginal habitat for this species.

Tricolored Blackbird: Some of the canals that are proposed to be crossed by the
gas pipeline provide marginal foraging habiiat for this species. It is uniikely that
breeding colonies would be supported by ‘thése: canals because of the limited
amount of emergent wetland vegetation contairied in them.

Western Burrowing Owl: No westemn burrowing owls (WBOs) were found by the
project Applicant during surveys in 2000, and the AZPP. site generally does not
have suitable habitat for WBOs due fo the level of disturbance. However, the
proposed transmission re-rated alignment has. potential hiabitat for WBO, as does
the gas pipeline alignment. o

Swainson's Hawk: Suitable foraging and.nesting habitat occurs within the natural
gas pipeline alignment. Nesting Swainson’s hawks have been observed within
0.4 mile of the proposed pipeline alignment.

Harsier; While no northem harriers were obssrved during biological
surveys of the area, falow agricultural fields within and directly adjacent fo the
gas pipeline alignment provide potential nestirlll"g_-‘and foraging habitat for this

species. ‘.
White-jalled kite; No white-tailed kitos were ‘gbisérved during the biological

gssessment of the site. However, the agriculiurdl fields adjacent to the gas
pipeiine alignment provide suitable foraging habitatfor this species and thers are
suitable nesting trees directly adjacent to the pipel gnment.

Loggerhead shrike: This species was obsarvet ¥ the project site during

biological assessments.

served during biological
kely to den in the vicinity of
within the gas pipeline
yricultural  activities likely

American Badger: No American badgers wel
surveys of the study area. However, this species
the project site and could potentially den or
alignment, although disturbance associated wi
reduces the potential for this.
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in ), sund squirrel burrows for use as a
den and may use vacant badger dens for s _t—‘:-lté’r Ground squirrel bufrows ocour
within the proposed project area. However, the svidence contains no record of -
kit fox sitings in the project area.

San Joaquin Kit Fox: Kit fox often enlargltl-‘

Biological Resources Tabta 1

| None: found in alkaline flats associated

Lesser saltscale / HB with sandy soils. Marginal habitat present]
(Atriplex minuscula) —— - within study area, Species surveyed for in
: 2009 wfﬂh negative resutts.

| None: found in alkaline fiats associated
with sandy soils. Marginat habitat

Heartscale : B R Y !
_i_ns préesent  within  study area. Species
(Atriplex cordulata) - | sufveyed for in 2000 with negative
* results.

| None: found in alkaline fiats associated
| with sandy seils. Marginal habitat

vemel poo! smallscale / MB ) A .

} N | present  within  study area. Species

(Atriplex persistens) suveyed for in 2009 with negative
results.

None: found in afkaline fists associated
with sandy scils. Marginal babitat

Alkaii milk=vetch 4 . "
._1I nB present within study area. Species
(Astragalus tener vay. tener) . surveyed for in 2009 with negative
1 results.
Succulent owl's clover o ' ]
s s ~None: found in vemal pools. Suiiable
(Casﬂﬁeﬁa t):ampestns 58p. CEFTMB . hahntat not present.

Ncme found in woodland habitats

Beaked clarkia ' /1B rally at higher elevations than
(Clarkia rostratz) — ect site. Surveyed for in 2008 with
Hoover's spurge

{Chamagsyce hoovern) B

Coluga grass

{Neostapfia colusana) CEFINE

San Joaquin Valley Orcult & found in vemal pooks. Suftable
grass CEFTMB biiat not present

{Orcultia inaequalis) b * _
Hairy Orcuit grass found in vemal pools. Suitable
(Orcuttia pilosa) CEFENB rotpresent, -

. . Tound grasslands naar
Hartweg's golden sunburst CE/FEAB défhontane woodlands in sandy soils.
(Pssudobahia bahitfolia) | Shitible habitat not present.

5 Biological Resources
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GeoAnalytical Laboratories, Inc.
1405 Kansas Avenue  Modesto, CA 95351 Phong (2091 572-0900 Fax_ (208) 572-0916

Report # 36C0504 Project: None Date: 03/13/06
Phyltis Castillo Date Rec’d: 03/08/06
732 Bligs Rd : PO# :
Ceres, CA 95307
. CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS Date Sampled: 03/08/06

Inorganic Chenistry - Sampler: Dennls Varm
Sampic 1D Time:  Lab ID Bt Method, Apalyte Result Units _ Noios Amlyzed Bawhd

A —— TR = o o — :ﬂ=&_,, =
Dennis Vann 930 56008040} 1.0 3000 Nitrate as NC3 85 mg/L 03!08;’06 5000843
Phyllis Cestifio " 8AS 5600804-02 1.0 3000 Nitrate a5 NO3 12 g/l 03/08/06 5000843
Rick Bridges 7:55  S6COROADZ 10 3000 Nitrate 25 NO3 15 gL 03408106 5000843
Cermelita Michael T30 S8C0RM4-04 2.0 3000  Nitrate assNO3 220 me/L 03/09/06  S000860
David Valek 630  S6C0Z0405 10 3000 Nitrate a5 NO3 M mgiL 03/08/06  SO00843
L;ifldl Adiine 8:40 560080406 1.0 3000 Nitate 2t NO3 16 me/L _ 03/0B/06  $000843

April Waliams 2045  S6C080407 1.0 3000 Nitrzie 25 NO3 87 mg/L ©I0R06 5000843
‘ 642  S6COBO4DS 1.0 3000 Nitrate a5 NO3 83 mg/i. 03/08/06  S000843

DA @»JAJ; - LAYk

Robit Bombaywala Donma Keller
Chemist N _ Liboratory Director

('

" Certification # 2585

0
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2300 Marysnn Dr.  Tunlock, CA 95380

Report# Z3C2502

PAGE 11/16

GéoAnalytical Laboratories, Inc.

emall: inb.geo@ait.eet

Phone (209) 6690100 Fax (209) 593-2212

Date: 03/26/13

“LAptil Premo Dgte Rec'd: 03/25/13
746 Bliss Rd,
Ceres, CA 95307
CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS
Sampler; April Premo
Sample TD: Neighborhood
LabID - Sample Date f Titoe RL Method Analyte ] Rm:_kl__ Unlts Notes Started
Z3C2502:01 3251013 1008 208 000 Nitrale 2 NO3 65 ) mgn 305113 10:50

A Lnan) 4%
Dorma Keller

Laboratory Darector

4

Certification # 2585

.tl
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R California Regional Water Quality Control Board
. : - Central Valley Region '
Robert S_chneidn:r, Chair
”ms .Sacramente Maln Office

‘ 11020 St Center Drive #200, Rancho Cordove, California 956706114
Phone (D16) 4643291 « FAX (916) 464-4645
httg/iwoew. watczhoauls.ca.gov/icentratvalley

9 August 2006

Ms. April Premo Williams
746 Bliss Road
Ceres, CA 95307

. -RESUETS OF RESIDENTIAL GROUNDWATER MONITORING” ~—

As you’ll recall, myself and another Regionat Board staff samipled your residential groundwater supply
with your permission on 19 July 2006. Groundwater from your well was analyzed for the presence of
several inorganic pollutants and some potentially harmful bacteria. Analytical results showed that none
of the polhutants were detected above water quality goals for human health. Nitrate was detected ata

~ concentration of 38 milligrams per liter (mg/1), which is near the primary maxinum contaminant fevel
(MCL) of 45 mg/l established for nitrate in the California Safe Drinking Water Act. Regional Board
staff therefore advises you to periodically test your groundwater supply to track trends in piteate
concentrations, ' ‘

If you have any questions regarding the aitached analytical report, please contact Brett Stevens of my

sﬁat (916) 464-4642, or via email at bgtevens{@waterboards.ca.gov.

Duncan Austin
Chief, Private Sites Cleanup Unit

California Environmental Protection Agency

(2
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« Sacramento ~Troject Tiriock GW Semphng _
axi 1020 Sun Conter Drive, Ste. 208 Project Number: fnone] CLS Work Ovderé: CPGS1
Rancho Corioiva, CA 95670-6114 : Project Momazer: Dmcan Awstin COC#: 73156
DRAFT: Metals (Drinking Water) by EPA 200 Series Methods
Eeporting .
M: Agnﬂirﬁt?Gﬂl-ﬂl} Waker Sampled: 671906 153:20 Received: ¥72/1986 15:45
Memary™—""" ND 16 mA 1 CPOSI7® O/FIRS - OIZIM6  FPA2451
Al ND 50 » " CRs4IE  OTENDG OPZ1RG FPA 007
Barimg ND 100 * " r v " "
Bm m 100 ®t L ] o L] n [-]
. - Begyiiomm -~ ~— - - ——rmen - ND - 16 _E. . . e —
. Chrominm ND i - . = . n *
Coppzr ND 5‘} L] 5 ] ‘e o *
I.(m ] - }m lw n 3 a n L] [
Menganess ND L I ° ° " " ’
Mickel ND i - n * * " .
Sikver NG 1 * h * . " * Q21
Zine ND 50 T om n ] u n ] _
Aptimeny ND U " CROMM 072106 OW2106  FPAZ008
Amiﬁ 5.’4 2;0 " d L] - = o
Cadmivn “ND 1.0 = - u - = "
Lead . ND 5_0 » ™ [ n a n
Selemhen ND 50 - - - - . -
Vauadium 17 3.6 “ ’ . - " ¥
Mhm ND Ln n L] Ed L] [ o

CA DOHS ELAP Acorodtarion/Registrtion Nimiber 1233

(>
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Q716 15:46
T Sacranenin _ Project: Tarinck NATate Momioomg )
2311020 Sun Centes Drive, Sia. 200 Project Mumzber: fnone] CLS Wark Orders: CPGU650
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114 : Project Manaper: Dincan Austin OOC #: 73107
DRAFT: Metals (Drinking Water) by EPA 200 Series Methods
Reporting
DRAFY: April Preng (CR(0650-01) Water Sampled; 07/19/06 11:55 Received: §7/19406 15:45
Mercary ———"" ND 10 usd 1 CPO34I9 07106 072106 - EPAMSI
Alamimm ND L S *  CROS47E GUIUOE 072106 EPA 2807
Rarivm N} 100 - d . b o .
Boren 330 we - » - " - "
Begylium ¥D 10 " - . - ’
Chromibum ND 10 " " N R et
I“'n - IqD iﬂﬂ [ ] E - * L] no
Mﬂw 41 10 - L3 - - n E -1
Nickel ND i - . - n . -
Silver ND 11 " * " " - QC2H
Ziﬂﬁ :ND sn_ - " " L] 3 H
Antimony NP 6o - " CRSHM UIRND6 072006 FPA X003
Arsenic 59 ,_J_Qd‘, 20, * " - o * "
‘Cadenimm ND 16 - " - . " "
Lead ND L .. - " " .
Sd.anim; ND 5.“ N " L " » o
Vanadinm 29 30 ¢ " . " » -
H 'ND 1‘0 L] L] a N " ]

CADOHS ELAP Accreditation/Regiswation Number 1233

rt
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Chariene Herbst

w,mmmmmmum

44020 Sun Drive #200

. Ranche, Cardova, California 65670

Charlone Herbst, _
Maam-WhTmmmMIm‘lmW

amemmmm.ﬂm%mwmmm

M1mmmmmemm.;mwmgmw :

lot alone-help.

lmwywﬂﬁmmmmmhmmamtw
gndﬂ!at'isnotmequmﬁoqlasked.iwoumﬁmmmmmwof

pmmﬁ.kbw-mﬁmﬁﬁmmhmmgﬂwmmnds}
mmwm.ms&smmmmwﬁmmm
!agoons(asﬁﬁngpmﬁ)inbmemmapmﬂ?

mmmmmw;'immawdmmmm

m.mammﬁwwwmm.lmw information your

Whﬁhdﬂ%i&sﬁaﬁymd@mmaﬂﬁemimﬁha
W%MWWWr

2.1 vant fo know !‘ww meich wastewater © cropland is alfowed. The Renortof
. wmm_mdmm-mmwomw rains. What do you feci the
discharge was dusing the heavy mins? :

3. }want to know & thie daltymen are aliowes to dischargs the poop wates into the

amsmeﬂeﬁ&mmﬁeﬁmm‘mmmmwm
nﬁgomﬂw'waom?ﬂwdmmmmmaﬁuﬁ?
i‘mﬁﬂ%ﬁ%mmﬁ%mmwmm%w&
Water Discharge and what we £ i icok for. The wedis in the area contaln high
mammmmmmmm@mmmm
Thus our propeity values.) -

Thark You

746 Bss R,
Cares, Ca 85307
208 538 9053
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