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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Cachurmna Operation and Maintenance Board (COMB) and the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) have prepared this Environmental Impact Report/Statement (EIR/EIS) to address
various proposed management actions and projects to improve habitat conditions for the
endangered southern steelbead and other aquatic species on the Santa Ynez River below Bradbury
Dam in northern Santa Barbara County. The proposed management actions and projects were
developed and/or identified in the following reports: (1) Lower Santa Ynez River Fish
Management Plan (FMP) prepared by Reclamation and other agencies and parties involved in the
Cachuma Project; and (2) Biological Opinion (BO) prepared by the NOAA Fisheries (formerly
National Marine Fisheries Service) regarding the effect of the Cachuma Project operations on
steelhead. Management actions in the FMP and BO are designed to improve habitat for the
steethead along the river downstream of Lake Cachuma through flow, habitat, and passage
improvements. COMB and Reclamation would implement the actions through joint and separate,
but coordinated, efforts over many years. For the convenience of the reader, the FMP and BO are
referred to in this report as a single entity: “FMP/BO.” The actions included in these reports are
essentially the same, as described in Section 2.0.

COMB is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
Reclamation is the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The
EIR/EIS evaluates impacts of the proposed actions and alternatives, and identifies mitigation
measures to reduce adverse impacts incidental to the environmental benefits of the FMP/BO
actions. The analyses and conclusions in the EIR/EIS will be used by COMB and Reclamation
when making final decisions about the implementation of the FMP/BO projects.

1.1 OVERVIEW OF CACHUMA PROJECT

The Cachuma Project consists of Bradbury Dam, Cachuma Lake, and various water conveyance
facilities. The dam impounds water along the Santa Ynez River in northern Santa Barbara County
(Figure 1-1). Reclamation constructed the project in the early 1950s. Water is provided to the
Cachuma Project Member Units for irrigation, domestic, and municipal and industrial water uses.
The current Member Units consist of the City of Santa Barbara, Goleta Water District, Montecito
Water District, Carpinteria Valley Water District, and the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation
District - Improvement District #1. Water is delivered to the South Coast Member Units through a
tunnel in the Santa Ynez Mountains (Figure 1-2). Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District -
Improvement District #1 receives its Cachuma Project entitlement as state water through an exchange
agreement with the South Coast Member Units. Over the past 47 years, the project has been the
principal water supply for South Coast communities and portions of the Santa Ynez Valley. Since the
drought of 1987-91, the average annual deliveries from the project to the Member Units have been
about 27,000 acre-feet per year.
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