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From: "Frost Pauli" <frostpauli@yahoo.com>

To: commentletters@waterbeards.ca.gov

Date: Mon, Mar 30, 2009 9:08 AM

Subject: '4/7/09 Russian River Frost Protection Workshop
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Charlie Hoppin

State Water Resources Control Board
PO Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chairman Hoppin:

I am writing with concerns that the State Water Resources Control Board
will cut off water for frost protection purposes in the Russian River
Basin.

My family has been farming in Mendocino County for six generations, and we
nave been on our current farm for four generations. Water for frost
protection is essential to the survival of our family farm, and many other

- family farms around us.

Without water from the Russian River to protect our crops we wili not be
able to stay in business.

Due to the reduced levels of Lake Mendocino, many growers have already
received a 50% cutback on water from their usage in 2008. The allocated
water could be used for irrigation or frost protection, but the proposed
regulations would take that option away.

While agriculture has had to cut back, the SWRCB is mandating artificially
high releases based upon a normal rain year, when in fact there is
precious little water left in the lake. Instead of continuing to require

these releases, the SWRCB should act quickly so the water we will need
later is not lost today.

Having the ability to utilize frost protection methods is essential to the
pears and grapes grown in Mendocino and Sonoma Counties. This action
could cause permanent crop losses and severe economic impacts to the
surrounding communities.

Last year's frost event was an exireme and rare occurrence. Since that
time farmers have taken proactive measures to protect instream flows.
Emergency regulations prohibiting frost protection are not needed and are
not the right answer. Please consider the alternatives available to

ensure simultaneous protections.
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Sincerely,

Frost Pauli
.707-272-4224
- Pauli Ranch




