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2 WASHOE RECLAMATION PROJECT, NEVADA AND CALIFORNIA

amendment recognizing that the latter figure reflects April 1958
Tices. : .
(2) Tho incrense in the authorized-appropriations would permit the
construction of Prosser Dam and Reservoir at a site on Prosser Creek
upstream from sites previcusly explored.

(3) A 30,000-acre-foot reservoir is contemplated at the new site '

which would provide {or water exchange to permdt water releases from
Lake Taboe to improve fisheries resources, Expanded flood protec-
tion for the city of Reno would be provided much more effectively by
the facility proposed than at the Twin Valley site mentioned in con-
nection with the reports on the originel authorization. .

(4) The estimated cost of Prosser Dam and Reservoir is $4,400,000

ot 1958 prices, as compared with a reconnsissance estimate of .

$1,500,000 for o dam at the proposed Twin Valley site. :

The committee is of the opinion that the objective of S. 4009 repre-
sents a substantial improvement in the plan for the Washoe project
and that the benefits will far outweigh the increased cost of ]grosser
Dam and Reservoir over any other proposed facility with the same
objectiveq. . .

The immediate construction of Prosser Creek Dam and Reservoir
is urgent for water regulation of releases from Lake Tahoe, for flood
coutrol, and the protection of fish and wildlife, * The committes,
therefors, recommends that an appropriation bo made in the public
works uppropriation bill for fiseal year 1959 for the complstion of the

necessury preliminary work, preconstruction; snd initisl construction

of the fucilicy.
COMMENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTBRIOR

‘Detnils of the objectives of S. 4009 are set forth in the following
letter from the Depurtment of tho Interior, whick recommends enact-
ment of the bill with u clarifying amondment:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, .
QFFICE . OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., June 19, 1968.
Hon. James T. Murray, o .
Chavrman, Conunittee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
 United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

Dranr Sexaror Murray: This responds to your request for the
views of this Department on S. 4009, o bill to amend the net sutheriz-
ing the Washoe reclatnation project, Nevada and Califoraiv, in order
to increase the umount authorized to be appropristed for such project.
M We recommend thet the bill be enacteg ants) that it be amended as
sugprested horein. . .

e act of August 1, 1956 (70 Stat. 775), which provided authority
for the construction, operation, and muintensuce of the Washoe
project, Nevads and Chalifornia, suthorized appropriations for_the
construction of the project in the sum of $43,700,000, plus or; minus

such amounts as may be required by changing prices. . 3. 4009 would

amend that sct-to authorize approprintions in the sum of $52 million.

. The purposes of tha Washoe project are to furnish water for the
irvigation of approximately 50,000 acres of land in the Curson and
Truckee River Basins, including drainage service to ebout 31,000
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WABHOE RECLAMATION PROJECT, NEVADA AND CALIFORNIA 3

" acres of the land therein, and to firm the existing water supplies of

lands under the Truckee River storage project and the Newlands
project. In addition, the project would control floods, provide hydro-
clectric power, develop fish and wildlife resources, and sexrve other
beneficial purposes, This would be accomplished by construction of

- two principal reservoirs at the Stampede and Watasheamu sites, to-

gother with other necessary works for the impoundment, diversion

-and delivery of water, the generation and transmission of power, o

the dreinage of lands.

In eddition to the project works authorized in section 1 of the nct,
section 4 authorizes the construction of fecilities for the development
of the fish and wildlife resources of the project ares, including facili-
ties to "permit increased minimum water releases from Lake Tahoc
aud restoration of the Pyramid Leke fishery. The cost of such
facilities, including operntion and maintenance, is to be nonreim-
bursable, and the cost to the Federal Goverriment of constructing
these fucilities not to exceed $2 million. This smount does not
include the cost of mensures to mitigate damages to fish and wildlife
resources occasioned by the other features authorized for construction
by section 1 of the act of August 1, 1956,

Following suthorization of the Washoe project, the Bureau of
Reclamation initiated advance plunning for the purpose of preparing
a definite plan for the project. Particular attention was directed to
defining & plan for the supplemental reservoir-storage to be provided
by the facility authorized to provide sustained -flows for fishories in
Truckee River. Only reconuaissance inforination on the possibilitics
of developing such storage was available at the time of congressional

- action on the authorizing legislation. This Departmont's report of

March 27, 1956, on H. K. 6028, & copy of which was furnished your
committee with our letter dated March 27, 1956, indicated that such
sLomFe might be provided at the Twin Valley Reservoir site on the
North Forle of Prosser Creek in Californie, or, s an alternative, at a
reregrulating dam ou the Truckee River near Wadsworth, Nev.

Our advance planning now discloses that development of a site on
Prosser Creek above its mouth would accomplish this purpose with
significant multiple-use advantaeges over those sites studied earlier.
As indicated by our planuing report, which was published as House
Document No. 181, 84th Congress, coustruction of a reservoir on
Progser Creck hud been considered, during project investigations,
for 8ood-control Eurposes. The sites previously considered, however,
were found to be unacceptable becanse of ge_o]oggcnl conditions.
Furtber exploration in October and Novembor 1856 by core drillings
at o site on Prosser Creek upstream from those previously explorad
met with surprisinfly {avorable resolts. i . B

Subsequent studies by the Bureau of Reclamation, performed in
cooperation with the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Corps of
Engineers, show that a 30,000 acre-foot reservoir at this new site can
be economically developed to provide the atorn'ise capacity of water
exchange to permit water releases from Lake Taloe nceded to im-
prove the fisheries resources as retémred by. the suthorizing act. In
addition, the reservoir would provide an excellent mesans for expanded
flood protection for the Reno area through the use of larger reservoir
capacity and by control of a larger drainage ares than would be
controlled by the 15,000 acre-fect of capacity initially considered in
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" the reconnsissance studies of the Twin Valley site. It would also
better fit into the jeint atorage and channel improvement plans of the
Bureau of Reclamation and the Corps of Engineers for ﬂ%od coutrol
on Truckes River. ) ' C

Construction of Prosser Dam and Reservoir is.estimated to cost
about $4,400,000 on the basis of 1958 prices. The reconnsissance
estimate for the proposed Twin Valley site was about $1,500,000 on
tha basis of 1954 prices, which was the lavel of costs used in our plan-
nin‘irepor‘t of September 1054 on the Washoe project and tho basis-
of the nuthorizing legisiation. : )

On tho basis of fishery benefits estimated by the Fish and Wildlifo
.Service, ahout $1,300,000 of the estimiated construction cost of $4,-
400,000 would be allocable to fish and wildlife and would be nonreim-
burssable, in nccordance with the provisions of saction 4 of the act of
August 1, 1058, The remainder of the cost would be alloceble to the
authorized flood-control function of. the Washoe project on the basis
of the annuel flood-control benefits estimated by the Corps of
Enginears.

As stated above, the act of August 1, 1956, provides that the sum
authorized to be appropriated for construction of the Washoe project.
may be incressed by such emounts &3 may be requirad by rerson
of changes in conatruction costs rs indicated by ‘enginecring cost
indexes applicable to the types of comstruction involved thersin.’
Qur present studies show that construction of the project worke
described at the time of authorization at a cost of $43,700,000, which
is representative of July 1054 cost lovels, would incregse to about

. 849 million when indexed to April 1958 price levels because of changes
in engineering cost. indexes elone. - With the incresse in the size of
gtorage capacity which wounld be provided by the construction of
Prosser Dam and Reservoir and other minor modifications in the
project plan, the totel.estimated -construction cost would increase to
about $52 million on the basis of April 1958 enginsering cost indexes.
This conforme with the amount of appropriations for construction-
which 8. 4009 would suthorize, : ’

In order to avoid any possible question concerning the price level
to which the proposed increased a.pgropria_t.ion authority is to be
relatad, we recommond that the bill be amonded by adding “(April
lﬁssb ‘ﬁrices)" after the figure ‘'$52,000,000" appesring in line 8 of
the bill,

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection
to the submission of this report to your committee. i

Sincerely yours,
. o : ‘FreEp G. AanDaRHL,
Assistant Secretary af the Interior.
o .
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