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Mission Statement of the Boards

“To preserve, enhance, and restore the quality of
California's water resources and drinking water
for the protection of the environment, public
health, and all beneficial uses, and to ensure
proper water resource allocation and efficient
use, for the benefit of present and future
generations.”



Organization of the Water
Boards

* Nine Regional Water Quality Control
Boards
e Basin Plans

e TMDLs

o State Water Board -Division of Water
Rights
o Water rights administration
e Balancing beneficial uses of
water




Role of the State Water Board In
Hydropower Relicensing

 The State Water Board is the agency tasked with the
protection of water quality and beneficial uses for the State of
California, and is authorized via Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act, to condition the construction, maintenance and
operation of hydroelectric projects to ensure compliance with
water quality objectives and other requirements of state law.

e Issuance of a Water Quality Certification (WQC) involves:
* Protecting water quality;
e Balancing beneficial uses of water;

* Recognizing existing water right holders. m

e Nothing in WQC can preempt Federal Law. WQC conditions
become a mandatory part of the FERC license.
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Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins (as revised July 2016)




California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA)

e Issuance of a WQC is a discretionary action requiring
compliance with CEQA.

o State Water Board will be the lead agency.

o State Water Board will draft an MOU with PG&E and
PGE’s consultant to develop the CEQA document.

« CEQA document will be used to:

» Assess the Kerckhoff Project and the level of significance
of any impacts;

* Aid in the development of protection, mitigation, and
enhancement conditions in the WQC,;

« Evaluate potential impacts from the implementation of
conditions of the WQC.

 The type of CEQA document (EIR, MND, ND) has not been
determined.



California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA)

State Water Board is seeking comments on:
o Type of CEQA document that should be prepared;
* Potential impacts that should be analyzed,;

* Project alternatives.

Accepting written comments until 2:00 pm (Pacific Standard
Time) on March 17, 2018.



General Next Steps
(Integrated Licensing Process)

File PAD and

Plans

Complete

FERC NEPA Process,

reasonable and File FLA.
Develop Study ——> _ FERG isstes |
necessary studies. i
File DLA/PLP
State Water Board FERC
Issuance of

State Water Board
CEQA Process

WQC

New License




Contact Information

Additional Program Information can be found:

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_
guality cert/

To receive future updates, sign up online to receive emails at:

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrch
subscribe.shtml

Email: Philip.Choy@waterboards.ca.gov
Phone: (916) 341- 5408

Address: State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights
Water Quality Certification Program
Attn: Philip Choy
P.O. Box 2000
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
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